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	Job Title:
	Senior Risk Communication & Community Engagement Officer

	Duration of Contract 
	6 Months

	Location:
	Freetown, Sierra Leone (with frequent trips to the districts)

	Preferred Start Date:
	September  2024


POSITION SUMMARY

ICAP at Columbia University is an international non-governmental organization that aims to ensure the wellness of families and communities by strengthening health systems around the world. One of ICAP interventions is to support top programme leadership in coordinating immunization activities, strengthening the coordination of planning and governance structures, the Technical Coordination Committee (TCC), Inter-Agency Coordination Committee (ICC), and National Immunization Technical Advisory Group (NITAG) meetings to regularly convene to review immunization performance and develop corrective strategies and supporting performance review meetings to enhance defaulter tracking across all vaccination services. ICAP is hiring a highly competent Sierra Leone for the position of Senior Program Officer for Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE).   This local staff position will be seamlessly integrated into the EPI program structure, reporting to the ICAP Senior Epidemiologist and EPI Programme Manager. 

MAJOR ACCOUNTABILITIES
· Serves as a member of Technical Coordinating Committee for the EPI Programme providing technical knowledge for the programme on Risk Communication and Community Engagement
· Provide leadership, managerial, technical, and administrative support to the programme as required.
· Serves as a technical focal person for all risk communication and community engagement related activities for the CH-EPI Programme. 
· Facilitate community engagement on importance of immunization in low immunization coverage areas.
· Work with other EPI programme staff to understand reasons for default in routine vaccination and develop communication strategy to address identified reasons.
·  Ensure that all donor reports and project write-ups, including RCCE success stories. 

· Attend to other duties as assigned.
MINIMUM EXPERIENCE, SKILLS & PREFERRED QUALIFICATIONS:
· An advanced degree (MD, RN, MPH) in Medicine, Nursing, Public Health, or related field is required. 
· Experience with RCCE relating to health and immunization programs/initiatives is required. 

· A minimum of 5 years’ experience in a similar function or relevant immunization project implementation in a public health setting is required. 
· Experience working in low-resource especially remote settings is required.
· Fluency in written and spoken English is required and at least one local language.
· Proficiency with online training, distance education, and case-based teaching is strongly preferred.
· Strong communication, diplomatic, and facilitation skills, including the ability to coordinate stakeholders, is required. 
· Proficiency with Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, and Excel is required.
· Expertise in formal quality improvement would be a plus.
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